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WHITE, JAMES, born in Rome, Oneida County, New York, Nevember 19,

el AR e w ola

niel and Mary White who were both nat!
married Qctavia Johnson at ped Rock, Las Animss County, Colorado, November
6, 187.; children, Fdward, Van Delson (Benedict), Arnold, Bonnie, Carrie
(Mrs. ¥.B. Ormond), Flora (Mrs, J.T. ONeal), Mary Ne (Mrs. C.A. Boyle),
Imma (Mrs, D,A. Smith), Bertha (Mrs, W.H, Hussman), end Esther (Mrs, T, A.
MeDoneld),

Moved with his parents when s ehild to Kenosha, Wisconein, and lef$%
there at age 23 for Denver; drifted on west and was enrolled at Virginia
City, Nevada Territory, Novenber 1, snd mustered in at Camp Union, Sacramento,
California, November 14, 1861l;to serve 3 years as Private, conpany H; 5th
California Infantryy occupati on when enlisﬁed « Carpenter; went with the
Company to San Francisco and then by sea to San Di ego in February, 1862; left
there in April and marched via \Jarner®s Rench t0 Fort Yuma; stationed at
Fort Yuma until Januery, 1863 when the Company marched to Tueson, arriving
i n Pebruary, and remained there until Mays

Went on to the Ri0 grande and he is reported as herding Cover nnent
cattle at Camp Johnson, near Mesills, New Mexico, in October and November,
18633 in February, 1864, the Company went to Franklia (El Pase), Texas for
its final station but he was transferred to Company E,lst California Ianfantry,
in November Of that year; he must have vi ol at ed some minor Army regul ation
since he is reported in confinement at Fort Craig, N.M,, from February, 1865
until restored to duty on April 24; honorably discharged ase Private at
Franklin, Texas, May 31, 1865; from there he went via Santa Fe to Denver and
later t 0 Atchison, Xanses,

Was driving stage eut of Tort Dodge, Kanses, i N the spring of 1867

when he met ¥Captain" Charles Baker who hsed prospected on the San Juan River
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in 1860; with George Strole and Joseph Goodfellew they left Fort Dodge on April

13 and went to (olersdo City where they outfitted for the San Juan country; leff{

there on May 20, 1867, but on the hezdwaters of the Rio Grande Goodfellow was °
accidentally Sht;t in the foot so they left him at a farmhouse and proceeded westw
ward t0 the Animas and then to the Mancos River; came to theSan Juan River at

t he mouth of the Mancos and prospected down that stream for 100 or more miles
until it entered a bDOX canyonj swam their herses aeress the san Juan and went
nort hward over a rough country until t hey ecame to a canyon which they could not
cross and upon returning to its seuth rim i n the morning Wwere attacked by

Indians who killed  Raker,

To escape a like fate he and Strele returned t0 the bottom of the canyon
where they abandoned their herses and, taking whet equipment and provisions they
could carry, went down it on foot; t hat evening they came t0 the Colerado River,
about 30 or 40 miles above t he mouth of the San Juan, wvhere they made a raft of
cott onwood | ogs which they tied togetherwith their |ariat reopes; having stowed
away their provisions and arms they embarked at midnight and the next morning,
August 25, 1867, mede a landing where t hey added sonme light pieces of cedar #%e
the rafty the fol | owi ng aceount of the renminder ofthe voyage down the golorade
River waes witten at Hardyville, AeTe On January 6, 1868, by c.C, Parry,
Geologist of the Kansas Pacific Rallway survey party who had questioned white a
few days before at thet place and carefully noted down what he said;

On the 28th, being the fourth day of their journey, they encountered the

first severe rapids, in passing one Of which Henry strole was washed off

end sunk i N a whirlpool belew, The small stink of provision wasalse lost,
and when White emerged from t he foaming rapids he found himself alone, withe
out any provisiona and with gloomy prospeets shead for acconplishing his
adventurous journey,

His course now led t hrough the Big Canyon, and waea succession ef

rapi ds blocked up Wi th masees of reek, over which his frail raft thumped and

whirled so that he had te adopt the precaution of tying himself fast to the
rocking timbers, In pessing over one of the rapids his raft parted, and he
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was forced to hold on to the fragments by main strength till he effected
a | andi ng belew in e shallow eddy where he sueceeded | N repairing hie
raft, and started again,

?he mouth of the (oleorade Chiquito wae passed on the 4th day, in the
evening, the general appearance of which was particularly noticed, as he
washere entangl ed in an eddy for two hours till rescued, as he says,
$by the direect interposition of Providence,® The course 0f the river WasS
noted as very crooked with sharp turns, the view on every Si de being
shut in by the blank preci pitous walls of *white rock,t

The last twe days in t he canyon; dark<colored igneeous rock took the
place of the white sandstons, which finally showed distinet breaks on
ei ther side, till he reached a more open country containing small patches
of bottom land, Here, for the first time on his route, he encountered
Indians from whom he succeeded in proeuring a seanty supply of mesquite
bread, barely sufficient tosustain |ife till he reached Callville,on the
8th of Septenber (1867), fourteen days from the time of starting, during
seven Of which he had no food of any description.

When finally rescued he presented s pitiful sight; enmnaci ated and
haggard with abstinencej his bare feet and legs literally flayed from comw
stant exposure to drenching from water, and the scorching reys ef a
vertiecal sun, and his reason almost gone, Being, however, of anaturally
strong constitution, he seon recovered hi s usual health, and isnowa
stout,thickwset hearty man,

Phe residents Of Callville were kind to him and after about four weeks
hewas sufficiently recovered to go on a steamboat to Fort Mobave; after some
time he was employed for 4 months in carryi ng the mail between that place end
Callville; in the spring of1868 he went from Callville to Selt Lake City and
then on to Bear River where he engaged in getting out railroad ties; his own
account of what he d4id during the next 10 years i s as follewsg

Then I hired eut as a wagon boss, Then I quitand run a saloon, I sold

- out and then went to Omaha, Nebraska, From there I went to Chicago, and
from there to Kenosha, Wisconsin to visit my old home, That was in 1869,

From XKenosha I went to Chicago, and from there to Leavenworth, Kansas, and
later to Kanses City, Kansas, From there I went to Junction City, Kanses

and then to Aomsa Mraale.
SaatL AT BV UYVES LaTOLg

I drove stage in and out of Goose Creek for Barlow and Sanderson; for
vwhom I worked in Fort Dodge, I was transferred from Geose (Creek to Fort
Lyon or Tive Mile Point, TFrom there I went to Bent Canyen, Colorade end

kKept home station, ¥From there I went te Las Animas; Colerade and minor
Places, later drifting to Trinidad, where I have lived since 1878,
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Julius gunter, Gevernor of (Colerado; said of himin 1917

During the first years that I knew him he owned a transfer outfit
and 4id more or less WOrk in and about the city of Trinidad, Since that
time he has struggled along im a quiet, i ndustrious way and out of very
limited means he has reared and educated a worthy family, Wiite hasat
all times duri ng the years that | have known him been a worthy, indnsw
trious, laweabiding citizen, respected by the ecommnity in which he

lived,
Menber of the Barly settlers society of Las Animas County; died at

?rinidad, Colorado, Jenuary 14, 1927, aged 89; buried, Odd Fellows Cemetery

at Trinidad,
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