HON 172:  The Human Event II
Spring 2003
Class Times:  MW   9:15-10:30

                       10:40-11:55

Office Hours: MW 2:00 – 3:30 

                       & by appointment                   
 Dr. Jacquie Lynch
Office: Irish Hall A-208

E-mail: jacquie.lynch@asu.edu

Phone: 480 / 965-6780



Honors 172 is a discussion-based seminar that provides students with an interdisciplinary, multicultural history of ideas.  Beyond introducing you to some of the masterpieces of world literature, philosophy, and art, this course allows you ample opportunity to refine your critical reading, writing, and speaking skills.  It also invites you to think deeply about some of the “eternal questions” concerning human existence and culture. 

Aims:

1. To improve skills in analytical reading, critical discussion and evaluation, and the construction of oral and written arguments.

2. To broaden the student’s cultural background and historical awareness

3. To cultivate multi-disciplinary perspectives

4. To develop frameworks for self-directed learning and working within a pluralist world

Required Texts:

· Course Reader: Purchase at Alternative Copy Shop, 204 E. University (at Forest)

· Web Reader: texts and images, http://www.public.asu.edu/~jacquies/172.htm
· Shelley, Mary.  Frankenstein: The 1818 Text.  Oxford World’s Classics.
· The Classic Slave Narratives.  Ed. HL Gates. New American Library.

· Rius.  Marx for Beginners.  Pantheon.  

· Freud, Sigmund.  Dora: An Analysis of a Case of Hysteria.  Collier Books.  

· Kafka, Franz.  The Metamorphosis.  Bantam Classics.  

· Hwang, David Henry.  M. Butterfly.  Plume. 

· Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart.  Achor Books.
· Optional text: Appignanesi, Richard. Freud for Beginners.  Pantheon.  


Supplementary Resources: 
· Our class web site at http://www.public.asu.edu/~jacquie/172.htm features links to the online readings, focus questions, and other supplementary material.  Use of this web page is mandatory.
· Our class web board (http://jmlynch.myftp.org/bb) will allow students to initiate and extend classroom discussions, and to post assigned Reading Responses.
· The Human Event Writing Center offers individual peer tutoring and small group workshops by trained BHC students who have successfully completed both HON 171 and 172. The HEWC’s sole purpose is to help Human Event students improve their lifelong writing and critical thinking skills, so we hope you will take full advantages of its services. Please see http://jmlynch.myftp.org/hewc/ for updated tutoring and workshop schedules, appointment information, academic background on our staff, and internet links related to academic essay writing.
Graded Assignments:  

Required assignments consist of quality participation in class discussions and other in-class activities (20%), six 1 page (single-spaced) reading responses (20%), three 5 page (double-spaced) formal academic essay papers (20% each), and a collaborative final exam.  You must complete all assignments to pass this class.

Assignments and in-class activities seek to fulfill the course objectives in the following ways:

Reading Responses (20% of course grade) strengthen your critical reading skills, help you prepare for class discussion, demonstrate your personal engagement with a text in less formal prose than is required in the three academic essays, and allow you to practice various critical and possibly creative writing techniques.  Examples of successful reading responses will be posted on our class web page or web board for the purpose of providing the class with models for future response writing.  These responses may also generate further class discussion.  

You will write a total of six responses to specific questions or analyses of specific passages from the assigned reading.  3-4 of these assignments will be take-home exercises; responses will be posted on the class web board.  2-3 responses will be written during the first five minutes of class.  No make-ups or late submissions are permitted, but I will drop your lowest grade. 
Class Participation (20% of course grade)

Class Discussion is the heart of our seminar.  Students will shape the discussion and refine critical reading, thinking, and speaking skills by bringing in questions about the reading, participating in round-robin concept or plot summaries, responding analytically to questions posed by the instructor and fellow students, supporting ideas with textual or logical evidence, posing and addressing counter-arguments, and interacting with other class members by supporting or challenging the ideas under consideration.  We’ll have plenty of opportunities to practice articulating our views orally by speaking in a non-threatening seminar environment.  

· Focus Questions posted on the class web page fuel critical thinking and class discussion by helping students to read critically during their first encounter with a text; they help us look beyond the surface plot or statements for larger thematic concerns.  Ideally, students will formulate responses to these questions before coming to class, so that we can get right into lively discussions.  Students are always welcome to bring in questions from the reading, and occasionally I will assign the responsibility for generating a particular day’s focus questions to one or more students.

· Role-Playing Activities, such as Character Tribunals, Class Debates from assigned positions, and Believing/Doubting Leader Positions encourage students to consider multiple perspectives and to address conflicting possibilities as they formulate or revise their own views on the ideas and issues we’ll be studying.  These activities combined with the multicultural, interdisciplinary reading we are doing aim to broaden your historical and cultural awareness and understanding. 

· Our Class Web-Board extends our discussions by allowing students to initiate discussions before class and to share ideas that may occur to them after a class session ends.  Citing textual evidence in your posts will improve your participation grade.  Go to http://jmlynch.myftp.org/bb to register and begin posting.
· Knowledge Testing Activities, such as Human Event Jeopardy, The Weakest 171/172 Link, and World Literature Survivor, reinforce key concepts and information from our reading in a fun, competitive team format.  

· The Human Event Players: Students will have several opportunities to act out scenes from dramatic pieces we’re reading this semester, which can greatly enhance the enjoyment and learning of dramatic works for both the actors and audience.  I’ll normally ask for volunteers about a week before the scheduled class, and we may also be joined by guest actors from previous Human Event seminars.

· Music: Students are welcome to bring in music that somehow connects to our reading; we'll play it during the five minutes before class begins.  Email me if you'll be bringing in music so that I'll know to bring the CD player.
Academic Argument Essays (60% of course grade) allow you to showcase the intellectual skills you practice each week.  These papers require students to read and think critically, to synthesize course material, to identify significant cross-cultural connections, and to craft a polished, insightful argument that adheres to the conventions of standard academic prose.  In addition to Reading Responses and the Class Participation activities listed above, the following LTW (Learning to Write) and WTL (Writing to Learn) activities aim to help you create successful academic essays.

· In-Class Writing encourages students to reflect before they discuss, a process that can be especially effective in encouraging quieter students to share their perspectives.  It can also help jumpstart the formal paper-writing process by inviting students to brainstorm on subjects and ideas relevant to the assigned essay topic.  In addition, much of the short, in-class writing we do will focus on specific aspects of the argumentative essay, which enhances student learning by giving developing writers the opportunity to practice the conventions they will be expected to follow, not only in this class, but also in their academic and professional writing.

· Focused Peer Reviews of essays help students learn to draft, reflect upon, and revise their writing based upon the kinds of peer response most employees encounter in the workplace.  They also require the class members to read their peers’ work critically and to offer constructive criticism.  I will review peer critiques and take into consideration the effort and conscientiousness put into reviewing other students' work when assigning final participation grades.  On essay due dates, final drafts will be handed in with rough drafts and peer review notes.

Paper Grading Criteria:
Papers should be 1250 to 1500 words in length and must present a clearly organized and persuasive argument relating to the material we have read. You must develop an opinion about the work and use evidence from the text to substantiate your claims. As this course aims to have you think critically about primary sources, no secondary material may be utilized in your papers, which will be judged on the quality of your ideas, the form in which you present those ideas, and your use of textual evidence.   (Cont. next page)

Formal papers must be neatly word processed according to current MLA documentation guidelines on white bond paper.  Use only a 12 point font and double space.  (Note that take-home reading responses should be single spaced).  You are also required to submit an electronic copy of the three formal papers.

A: An A paper is outstanding in every way: in the originality of its thought, in the persuasiveness of its argument, and in the clarity and power of its writing. The prose is free of grammatical and spelling errors. The thesis goes beyond what has been discussed in class and everything in the essay relates to that thesis.  Each paragraph has a topic sentence, and the argument includes counter-arguments that anticipated and address likely reader objections.

B: A B paper is approximately what is to be expected of a student in an honors course. The essay shows serious thought beyond class discussions, and for the most part is well organized, though it may lose its focus or clarity in places.  The prose is generally clear and readable, but there are some grammatical problems and some sentences may be awkward. 

C: An essay in this range may be a “mixed bag” of strengths and weaknesses.  It often has a bland, obvious thesis and few, if any, counter-arguments.  Alternatively, it may have a promising thesis but an under-developed argument due to lack of focus, unclear prose, or insufficient textual evidence.  

D: D papers have serious weaknesses in content and style. They usually have no clear thesis and display no critical thinking beyond points discussed in class. The writing style is difficult to read due to egregious organizational, stylistic, and/or and grammatical problems.

Participation Grading Criteria: 

The Human Event is a seminar course; you are expected both to have carefully read the assigned reading and to engage in discussion during class-time.  Coming to class and having read the assigned reading do not count as participation; you must contribute to the discussions to succeed in this class. Nap-takers, Whisper-to-your neighbor-addicts, and Ye-who-love-to-make-a-grand-(that is, late)-entrance BEWARE: disruptive behavior will cause your participation grade to plummet.
A:  Students in this grade range contribute extensively in class and online discussions. They arrive to class thoroughly prepared with comments and questions on the assigned reading.  At least occasionally they initiate the discussion, without waiting for the instructor to do so; in particular she regularly initiates online discussions. When towards the end of a discussion the instructor asks for further comments, she almost always has some. She does not, however, try to dominate the class. Instead she listens carefully to the remarks made by fellow class members, and responds as readily to these as she does to the instructor’s questions.

B:  Students in this grade range participate in most discussions, although not as fully or reliably as the student described above. They give evidence of having done the reading. At least part of the time they contribute by raising their own questions. They pay attention to the comments of peers.

C:  Students in this grade range participate only intermittently, perhaps only every third or fourth class.  They tend to demonstrate more willingness to discuss broad, general questions than to engage in concrete analysis of an assigned text.  They are sometimes unprepared, and may display a lack of interest in other students’ ideas.

D: This student seldom contributes to class and/or online discussions.

Policies and Procedures:

Attendance: Attendance and preparation are extremely important in a discussion-based, collaborative learning class such as this one, so the absence policy is strict:

· If you miss more than two classes, your participation grade will be lowered by 1/3 grade per absence in excess of the two “freebies.”  

· Any student who exceeds six absences will automatically receive a final course grade no higher than a C.  

· Bring the assigned text to class each day; otherwise, you will be marked absent.  

· Arriving late to class more than once or twice will detrimentally affect your participation grade.

If you must miss a class, make sure you check the class web page the following day and contact a classmate to find out if you missed any announcements or changes to the syllabus.  Feel free to let me know ahead of time if you will be missing an upcoming class so that we can discuss any plans for that session.

Due Dates and Late Assignments:  Readings and other assignments are due at the BEGINNING of the class period indicated on the syllabus. If you have a documented, valid excuse to turn in an assignment after a deadline (serious illness, family emergency, etc.) I must be informed as soon as possible prior to the due date. Otherwise, formal papers turned in after the due date and time will be marked down a full letter grade per class period late (e.g., a paper due on Monday and turned in anytime before class on Wednesday will be marked down one grade, one turned in by class time the following Monday will be marked down two grades, etc.).  This policy applies to the first two formal academic essay papers only; late reading responses and final essay papers cannot be accepted.  

Plagiarism 
Knowingly presenting another person's language or ideas as your own constitutes plagiarism.  Don’t do it.  The Barrett Honors College utilizes a plagiarism service that checks an extensive database of over 70,000 student essays and cliff notes, to detect plagiarism.  Repercussions will include failure of the paper AND failure of the course, and may include referral to the Student Conduct Committee of the University and expulsion from the University.  Plagiarism, the theft of intellectual property, is a serious crime; if you have any questions, come talk to me

Electronic Submissions 

As stated on the syllabus, you are required to submit an electronic version of your two formal papers and your final exam essay.  Follow these instructions by 4:00 p.m. on the final due date for each paper: 
1.    Save your paper on a floppy disk as a TEXT (.txt) file with a file name made up of your

       last name-hypen-paper#.txt (e.g., "RUSSELL-paper2.txt"). 
2.    Then connect to your internet provider and go to

       http://jmlynch.myftp.org/papers/lynch.php 
3.    Click on the BROWSE button and navigate to the location where your file is saved (on 

        the A drive if you've used a floppy disk).  After you highlight the file, click on the SEND 

        FILE button.  That's it!


Student Conduct 

Students must conduct themselves according to the ASU policies posted online at http://www.asu.edu/studentlife/judicial .  These include the ASU Student Code of Conduct and the Student Academic Integrity Policy.  For information on policies for grievances and grade complaints, see http://www.asu.edu/honors/forms.html. 

Schedule of Classes

This Daily Schedule Is Subject to Change; Any Changes Will Be Announced in Class.


Web = Readings and images posted for print out on the Class Web Page 
Reader = Printed course reader (purchase at The Alternative Copy Shop) 
Week 1


W Jan 22    
  Introduction to class. 

F Jan 24 

 
  Email Jacquie.Lynch@asu.edu by 5:00 p.m. & indicate in your message that you accept the  

  Seminar Participation Guidelines (web).

Week 2


M Jan 27
  Montaigne, " Of Cannibals " (web); Swift, "A Modest Proposal" (web); Handout: Background  

  & Focus Questions
 

W Jan 29
  Rousseau, from “On the Origin of Inequality among Men” (web); Kant, "What is      

  Enlightenment?"
 (web).  Handout: Backgrounds on the Enlightenment 




Week 3


M Feb 3
  John Locke, from The Second Treatise on Civil Government (web); The Declaration of the    

  Rights of Man
 (web);  The Declaration of Independence (web); de Gouges, from “The Rights   

  of Woman”
 (web)

W Feb 5


  The Raft of the Medusa: Romantic Manifestos & Images (web); Handout: from Julian Barnes’ 

  A History of the World in 10 ½ Chapters.  Note: For this day only, classes will meet in 

  mediated classrooms (Location TBA) 

 


Week 4


M Feb 10
  Shelley, Frankenstein. Reading Response due. 

W Feb 12
  Frankenstein, cont. 

 


Week 5


M Feb 17 
  Marx for Beginners; Gustave Courbet, The Stone Breakers, 1849-50 (web)

W Feb 19
  Marx & Engels, from The Communist Manifesto (web)

F Feb 21
  Paper #1 due to me in my office by 3:00 p.m.; Electronic submission due by 4:00 p.m.

 


Week 6


M Feb 24
  Darwin, from Chapter 15, The Origin of Species (web),  “On the Races of Man” from The  

  Descent of Man, and selection from Voyage of the Beagle (web)

W Feb 26
  Gates, "Writing 'Race' and the Difference It Makes" (reader); Kant, "Of National  

  Characteristics"
; Hume, from "Of National Characters"; Robeson, "Go Down, Moses" (web)

 


Week 7


M Mar 3
  Douglass, from Classic Slave Narratives.  Read Chapters 1-2, 6-7 and 10 

W Mar 5
  Jacobs, from Classic Slave Narratives (Preface, Chapters 1 & 2, 5-7, 10, 14, and 17).   

  Dunbar, "We Wear the Mask" (web)




Week 8


M Mar 10
  Finish Jacobs (Chapters 21, 29, 39-41); Hurston, “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” (reader)

W Mar 12
  Nietzsche, "On Truth and Lie in the Extra Moral Sense " (web)




Week 9
   Spring Break Mar 17-21





Week 10


M Mar 24
  Freud, Dora: An Analysis of a Case of Hysteria 8-70; 76-81, "Clinical Picture" and "The First

  Dream" 

W Mar 26
  Dora "The Second Dream" and "Postscript" (85-112); Pablo Picasso, Les Demoiselles    

  d’Avignon
, 1907 (web) 




Week 11


M Mar 31
  Kafka, The Metamorphosis.  Reading Response due.

W Apr 2
  The Metamorphosis, cont.  Edvard Munch, The Scream, 1893 (web)

F Apr 4 
  Paper #2 due by 3:00 p.m.  Electronic submission due by 4:00 p.m.




Week 12


M Apr 7
  Yeats, "Easter, 1916"; Pearse, "The Rebel"; Owen, "Dulce et Decorum Est"; Picasso, 

  Guernica: (all on web)

W Apr 9
  Sartre, from "Existentialism is a Humanism" (web); Camus, "The Guest" (reader) 




Week 13


M Apr 14
  Achebe, Things Fall Apart Part I, 3-125.   Things Fall Apart Handout 

W Apr 16
  Things Fall Apart, Parts II & III, 129-209.




Week 14


M Apr 21
  Arendt, from Eichmann in Jerusalem (reader) 

W Apr 23
  Morrison, "Recitatif" (reader) and Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech (web)




Week 15


M Apr 28
  Hwang, M. Butterfly

W Apr 30
  M. Butterfly, cont.  Reading Response due.




Week 16


M May 5
  Final Exam: Human Event Jeopardy

W May 7
  Reading Day

F May 9
  Paper #3 due in my office by 3:00 p.m.; Electronic submissions due by 4:00 p.m.

Miscellaneous:

· If your cell phone rings in class, I get to answer it.  Really.

· Did you know that a class syllabus is, legally speaking, a binding contract?







