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Undergraduate Student Government
Senate Minutes   August 30, 2005

Senate President Jones opened the First Regular Senate Session at 6:35pm

Senate President Jones swore in Senators who did not get sworn in April

First Roll Call: 

Present: Sen. Vink, Sen. Hohman*, Sen. Salim, Sen. Paris, Sen. Santucci, Sen. Schembri, 

Sen. Cronenberg, Sen. Simonhoff, Sen. Spear, Sen. Starsky, Sen. Morin, Sen. Bryan, Sen. Lewis,

Sen. Pirtle, Sen. Iafrato, Sen. Delgadillo*, Sen. Meyer, Sen. Gorman, Sen. Choi, Sen. Scheffer*, 

Sen. Sales, Sen. Rollins, Sen. Black, Sen. Pres Jones, USG VP Widmer, PAB Rep. RHA Rep. 

Mary Skorheim, Shannon Keen, Parliamentarian-Gustofson
Excused: USG Pres. Alamoodi, 

Absent: Academic Senate President, GPSA Representative
Approval of Minutes/None 

Approval of Agenda: Sen. Santucci motion to include  Rick Maher/Web Design Manager,

Annie Ho/PAB Publicity for Call to Audience
Approved as amended, no objection

Call to Audience:

Rick Maher/Web Design for ASASU, asked that when a committee meets to discuss SB 02 to please include him on these discussion.

Annie Ho/Publicity gave dates for the following events:

· Sept 6th  Bike & Skate Rally

· Sept 6th Coffee with the Times

· Boycott Mondays, ride bikes, take the bus don’t drive your car find alternative transportation

· Sept. 12th through Oct. 11 Table  on the mall to promote USG. 

PAB President interjected with the suggestion that USG consider purchasing their own USG Banner, rather than using the banner that has ASASU on it. That way distinguishing and promoting their government.

Officer Reports:

Pres. Jones: Welcome to the first regular session. We will be addressing  issues that were covered at the retreat for those of you who were not there. I would like to say a little bit about how this meeting will proceed, seeing that this is the 1st meeting and a lot of you will be unfamiliar with how Senate operates, it probably be best that we move through each phase with a measured pace so everyone can get a feel for how the meeting is runned, if need be I can give explanations of why and how things are done in certain areas, and since we currently don’t have Rules of Order passed I will be trying out a couple of the ideas I have to improve the flow of the meetings in general, specifically for First Read usually in the past we’ve only talked about where the bill should go, and that’s been fairly unproductive there has been very little debate and when there is it becomes a turf battles, as such I would like to propose during 1st Read that we use that time to put forward what information we would like the committee to research what information do we need to be comfortable with bill, what the committee needs to be looking into, that way when the committee gets the bill knows what points they need to cover, that way we can make better use of our time.
USG VP/Widmer: Spoke on goals and upcoming events what was done during the summer, that they are looking for a Safety Escort Director. Announced the Bike Community Program, which is co-sponsored with DPS. The idea is to promote alternative transportation with students. Bikes will be painted gold for more information contact Corinne.Widmer@asu.edu. Another summer effort is the co-sponsorship with the New York Times, free to the students, the news stands are located by the information desk on the 1st floor  

Coffee with the Times: Starts Sept. 06, starts at 3pm at Starbucks at the W.P. Carey’s College of Business patio. 

Safety Escort Service has a new Director

Staff and Volunteer meetings are Wednesday night on the 3rd floor at 7:30pm 

Senate President described the functions of the Senate Sub-Committees, and then passed around a sign up sheet for the Senators to state what committee they would like to serve on.

PAB VP Pres/Leung: Announced 

Jason Muraz Concert. Sept. 20th Mesa Amphitheatre  
Campus Tour first concert Sept 1, Thursday

Homecoming:

Parade entries: 1-you need to register your entry   asu.edu/homecoming  2-If you don’t have a flat bed for your float  they are available for rent at $750.00 a day from Old Mac Donald’s Farm in Scottsdale. If we can get 10 [as in a bundle] we can rent from the Rose Bowl people in Pasadena for $250.00 a day, if your college is really interested contact Jenny.Leung@asu.edu
PAB meetings: Tuesdays, same day as the Senate meetings but at 4:30  usually in room 209/Yavapai

We are working on establishing a Programming Board on Polytechnic and West Campus. 
Shannon Keen:

Graduate Students have moved into the Graduate Center, and the moving of officers and their offices will be taking place soon. She then described what offices are effected and that Room 317 will become the Homecoming and Elections office, along with the cubicles being reorganized, with space being dedicated to Senate. If you want to see the floor plan contact Shannon.Keen@asu.edu 

Mary Skorheim: 

Offered her welcome to the Senate, and mentioned the opportunity for student workers on the 3rd floor with ASASU, the position has been posted. Contact Stacy.A.Smith@asu.edu for more information

Standing Committees/none

New Legislation: 

S B #01 – An Act: Establishing the annual “Beginning of the Year Poll”
Sen. Choi to introduce  2nd Sen. Santucci

Action: Assigned to University Affairs to research for: No objection
· Get students opinion and what they want
· Feasibility of having specific locations around campus 

· Will it be in conflict with the poll that USG President Alamoodi is conducting, committee to contact him

· What would Senators like to see on the poll

· To have a poll at the end of the year in conjunction with elections 

· What kind of technology will be involved when conducting this survey

SB #02 – An Act; Establishing higher standards for the Design and Maintenance of the USG Website

Sen. Sales to introduce    2nd Sen. Morin

Action: Assigned to Government Operations to research for:

· Students complaining about not being made aware of ASASU events on the website
· What would Senators like to see on the website

· Be sure to include Rick Maher/Website Designer on these discussions

· Keep up to day voting records, and how it can be done

· Clarify “update” website, what time frame should that follow, {Week, days,} how often, how

extensively

· Ask the students what would they like to see on the website

Shannon then suggested that the committee talk with Rick, and or her that if you send suggestions/ideas or  email requests are being made to “cc” her 

SB #03 – An Act: Amending the USG Bylaws to improve communications efforts through stronger commitment to Tabling

Sen. Sales to introduce  2nd Sen. Cronenberg

Action: Assigned to Government Operations to research for:

· Accountability for Senators
Consequences for not showing up 


Who will be responsible for enforcement 

· Mandatory Time involvement of Senators 

Housing Fair and other events ASASU does

· If and how tabling should fit into Bylaws, and if it is a Bylaw issue

· If President is to serve 18 hours, does that include the Vice President, can they serve at the same time, or each serve 9 hours each 

· That it be mandatory for all USG paid Executive Staff to table
SB # 04 – An Act: Reforming Public Relations efforts to improve student involvement in USG events.

Sen. Sales to introduce   2nd Sen. Starsky    Sen. Sales then asked that this bill be withdrawn

Sen. President opted to send this bill to committee, considering there may be elements they wish to draw from, are there recommendations as what the committee should consider on the elements of this bill?
Action: Assigned to Government Operations: No objections
No comments forthcoming.

SB # 05 – An Act: Accepting the Senate Rules of Procedure as the binding rules of order for the Third Legislature

Sen. Sales to introduce  2nd  Sen. Gorman
Objection: Sen. Starsky  bill is out of order 

Discussion of objection ensues.  

1. No Senate Rules last year

2. No hard copies of just what is Senate Rules

3. New people have not had time to review Senate Rules and what they are putting into committee

Any futher discussion on Sen. Starsky’s objection?

Sen. Sales offered to send his copy of Senate Rules around to the Senate

Sen. President:  Recommendation that since all documentation was not presented along with the bill for the Senate, that it proceed to Government Operations and that a bill be generated from the Government Operations Committee.

Action: Assigned to Government Operations. No objections

SB #06 – An Act: Amending the Senate Rules of Procedure to efficiently facilitate voting records

Sen. Sales to introduce   2nd Sen. Morin

Action: Assigned to Government Operations to research for    No Objection
     To consider the length of past Senate meetings and the time spent on Roll Call votes

      Combine SB 05 & 06 

      Ways to keep 2-3 people who consistently argue/debate the merits of the bill while others have 

      made up their mind. 
Voice Vote v Hand vote

The possibility of having a paper vote instead voice/hand vote

For the committee to decide whether or not it is worth the time it will take in whatever they decide to do, and is it really beneficial to the students 

Second Read: None

Open Forum: To discuss any issue pertinent to anything, if you have any concerns about what is happening on campus, you can utilitize this time rather carry on conversations during officers reports, this give us a chance to weigh in on issues that we don’t necessarily have legislation addressing.
Sen. Gorman requested that the committee reviewing Senate Rules get them done in a timely manner, we didn’t have them, so we had midnight meetings. 

Sen. Iafrato: Voiced concerns about funding the Bike Co-op and a budget not yet approved
VP Widmer: Explained how the funding would work towards paying the Director and the amount she mentioned {$2,500.00} is for the year

· Not having a budget at the time of this meeting is a concern. 

· There was a reviewing of the new process for 1st Read and how it can become more productive.

   And for the committees have a true idea of what the Senate is wanting research and have it  

   brought back to the Senate for recommendation/suggestions

· Recommended that Senators be aware of funding rules/allocations, know the Bylaws and Rules of

  Senate

· If you have tangible/pertinent information to go along with a bill that you are presenting, make

  copies, hand them out, it strengthens your efforts to possibly have your bill approved.
· Give Office hours to Sharel, they have to be posted. Office hours are to be turned in to Sharel by

  next Senate meeting.  

· Dress Code: Dress professionally as possible, no sandals, no tennis shoes.  
· Forms of Address: When referring to another Senator especially during a debate, please try and use  

  the term: Senator ________  or My Distinguished Colleague from the College of ___________  

  please try an maintain a dignified address to your peers
· Yields: Remember you do them through the Senate President, when you yield, it goes to the Senate President, then the person you want to yield to, please observe protocol and the process.
Senate President then introduced the Parliamentarian Chris Gustafson, who then gave a brief bio on his qualifications for being Parliamentarian.

Announcements:

PAB President Moe: We have 5 positions [4 are paid] open on the PAB staff, if you know of someone who might be interested, have them contact me or Jenny. We need an appointment for the Campus Environment Team, that team deals with diversity issues, policy crafting, contact Andrew Moe. 

Sen. Santucci: College of Business is getting really involved with Homecoming this year, and we’d love to have Senate representation at our events.
Sen. Iafrato: Fine Arts puts on over One Thousand performances a year, so I invite you to check out the Herberger Website. Herberger.asu.edu

VP Widmer: Encouraged all to get involved with Bike Coop, learn how to put bike together, join the Bike painting party next Friday. 

Senate President then announced a goal that  would benefit r future ASU Undergraduate Students.

Establish an Undergraduate Research Fund: With the premise of which to provide larger amounts of funding that we usually can through Finance and Appropriations, those organizations that want to show a degree of professionalism it takes to compete and basically prove ASU work on the national level. For example, the engineering organizations that want to build a race car and race it, maybe students within Social Sciences that want to start their own policy journal, this is the opportunity for most ambitious students to show their entrepreneurial prowess, to hopefully make a name for the university. We are still looking into how we can make this happen, we will be forming an Ad Hoc committee for this endeavor so any of you are interested contact me at the end of this meeting.

Second Roll Call:
Present: Sen. Vink, Sen. Hohman*, Sen. Salim, Sen. Paris, Sen. Santucci, Sen. Schembri, 

Sen. Cronenberg, Sen. Simonhoff, Sen. Spear, Sen. Starsky, Sen. Morin, Sen. Bryan, Sen. Lewis,

Sen. Pirtle, Sen. Iafrato, Sen. Delgadillo*, Sen. Meyer, Sen. Gorman, Sen. Choi, Sen. Scheffer*, 

Sen. Sales, Sen. Rollins, Sen. Black, Sen. Pres Jones, USG VP Widmer, PAB Rep. RHA Rep. 

Mary Skorheim, Shannon Keen, Parliamentarian-Gustofson

Excused: USG Pres. Alamoodi, 

Absent: Academic Senate President, GPSA Representative

Meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm No objection.

Next meeting Tuesday, September 13, 2005  -  6 pm  Alumni/202

